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and the Buffalo Society of Natural Science. The latter society- 
have ample accommodations in the western portion of the base- 
ment. Professor D. S. Kellicott, the president of the Society of 
Natural Science, gave the address for that society. This society 
was organized in December, 1861, and its history has been 
one of continual progress. It has accumulated a fine museum, 
which is especially rich in local forms. The collection of fossils 
of the Waterlime group is noteworthy. Nowhere in America 
can be seen a better collection of Eurypterids, those strange 
Limulus-like forms which were a prominent feature in the Palaeo- 
zoic seas. The first president, the late Judge Clinton, gave the 
society his valuable herbarium, while its entomological collection 
contains many of the type-specimens of the late Colman T. 
Robinson, A. R. Grote, L. F. Hervey, D. S. Kellicott, and others. 
The library is especially rich in entomological works. At present 
the society is somewhat cramped for funds, but in time it will be 
amply provided with money. Its late president, Dr. George E. 
Hayes, left about two hundred thousand dollars, which, after the 
death of his widow, are to come into the possession of the so- 
ciety. At present its funds are principally from the bequest of 
the late Professor C. T. Robinson. We are glad to learn that 
the meetings of the society have never been better attended or 
the discussions and papers more interesting than at present. 

— The Johns Hopkins University will have its marine labora- 
tory this year at Nassau, N. P; The party will sail about March 
I, and will stay until July 1, if not longer. It is proposed to hire 
a building for the laboratory. Dr. W. K. Brooks will be in charge 
as usual. 

PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — January 19, 1887. — On 
account of the inclemency of the weather the regular paper of 
the evening was postponed, and Dr. J. S. Kingsley gave some of 
his recent observations on the embryology of Arthropods. A 
peculiar feature was noticed in the development of Decapods, in 
that the germ from the eyes to the tip of the abdomen was ac- 
tually longer in early than in later stages. An explanation of 
this fact is difficult. Dr. Kingsley also referred to the classifica- 
tion of Arthropods and their derivation from Worms. Dr. C. S. 
Minot gave a resume of observations on the origin of the tracheae 
of Hexapods, and suggested that they supported Dr. Kingsley's 
view that these organs were not homologous in Arachnids and 
Hexapods. Professor W. T. Sedgwick spoke of the extrusion of 
trichocysts in Paramecium under the stimulation of tannic acid. 

February 2. — Dr. Kingsley gave his paper postponed from the 
preceding meeting. He maintained that the terms " centro- 
lecithal" as applied to Arthropod eggs, and " superficial" as de- 
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scribing their segmentation, were totally erroneous. A superficial 
segmentation is of necessity meroblastic. In Arthropod eggs the 
first segmentations are central, and the blastoderm is formed by 
migration of the resulting cells to the surface. With this new 
view it is a comparatively easy matter to reconcile the process 
of gastrulation in the Hexapods with that of other Metazoa. 
It affords an excellent example of the theory of acceleration, 
or concentration of development, held by Professors Cope and 
Hyatt. The nauplius of Crustacea was regarded as an adaptive 
stage, and one which had far less phylogenetic significance than 
was usually assigned it. Professor Hyatt spoke of the early 
development of the sponges, and instanced cases which paral- 
leled and supported the views of Dr. Kingsley. 

General meeting, Wednesday evening, February 16. — The fol- 
lowing papers were read : " On the Range of Variations in the 
Human Shoulder-Blade," by Dr. Thomas Dwight; "A Study 
of North American Geraniacese," by Professor Wm. Trelease. 

Middlesex [Mass.] Institute. — January 19, 1887. — Mr. Frank 
S. Collins read a paper on " Curious Conceits of the Older Her- 
balists," quoting from Gerarde and earlier writers. 

New York Academy of Sciences. — Monday evening, Febru- 
ary 7. — The following paper was read : " Report upon the Pink 
Dolomite recently obtained near Morrisania, with Analysis," by 
Mr. A. B. Bjerregaard. 

Monday evening, February 14. — The following paper was 
read : " The Landskibet, or Viking Ship, discovered near Gok- 
stad, Norway, in 1880" (with lantern illustration), by Dr. John S. 
White. 

Biological Society of Washington. — February 5, 1887. — 
The following communications were read : Mr. William T. Horn- 
aday, " The Last of the Buffalo ;" Mr. Richard Rathbun, " Ocean 
Temperature Charts in Connection with Studies in Geographical 
Distribution ;" Dr. C. Hart Merriam, " Contributions to North 
American Mammalogy. Description of a New Species of Wood- 
Rat" (Neotomd) ; Mr. Henry W. Elliott, " Ridgeway's Nomencla- 
ture of Colors for Naturalists ;" Dr. L. Stejneger, " Exhibition 
of New Species of Birds from the Sandwich Islands;" Dr. Tar- 
leton H. Bean, "Variation under Domestication of the Rainbow 
Trout" (with exhibition of specimens). 

February 19. — The following communications were read : 
Professor E. D. Cope, " An Undescribed Species of Snake from 
the District of Columbia';" Professor E. D. Cope, "The Hyoid 
Apparatus in the Urodele Batrachians ;" Dr. George Vasey, 
" Remarks on a Recent Collection of Mexican Grasses, made by 
Dr. E. Palmer ;" Professor R. E. C. Stearns, " Notes on Physian- 
thus as a Moth-trap." 



